HARD    FACTS

was perplexed and alarmed and wished their first approach
had been in the sunshine. His spirit was oppressed by the
presence of the mute Charon at his back silently pushing
them over his irksome Styx.

"Aren't we nearly there?" he asked with unintended
sharpness.

"Ay," said the man.   ''Listen!"

From far off came the rumour of falling waters, and
momently now its sound increased till the tube they travelled
through was full of its noise and vibration.

We must be an immense distance under the earth, Theo
thought. One hundred steps down, and then this canal had
run straight in, with the land rising sharply above it to a
mountain's height. Now what had been a vague and
indistinguishable increasing roar became recognisably the
sound of water spouting and falling. His mind punctually
supplied the quotation:

Where Alph the sacred river ran
Through caverns measureless to man
Down to a sunless sea,

The boat grated alongside a rough wooden jetty. " Well,
we're here/' said the man. Deprived of his smooth story, he
had not many words, and seemed to wonder if he should
speak at all.

Theo released Elsie's hand. She had ceased to shudder,
but her limbs seemed rigid. He stepped first out of the boat
and leaned down to help her on to the wharf. Two souls
arrived in Hades, he thought. We're as happy as that.

The light of the candle which the man carried threw
a fitful and insufficient gleam upon the immensities that
enclosed them. Bosses of moisture-dripping rock, vast con-
figurations of stone carved by water through frostless
centuries, caught for a moment the light, then, as the man's
hand moved here and there, lost it again. The cavern in
which they stood was of no great size, but the chill of
Bghtless aeons was in it, and the majestic thunder of the
water. It slid in an icy river out of the rock, gleamed darkly
for a moment on the cavern's floor, then plunged over a
rocky lip into a profundity that the eye could not measure.
A frail wooden fence was on the edge of this abyss, and there
the three of them stood, the man holding out his spark to